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Diagram from 'Mortal Error' illustrates contention that the third. 

Secret Service followup car ^ 









In New JFK B66 



Expert points to errant Secret Service bullet 



By Stephen Hunter _ 

BiUUmore Sun . — •% 



! ,lt’s a tale of two jifles/ ' 
( It’s a tala of three buUets.T,^ !■ 

1 It’s a tale of a dead president, a’ 
still-grieving nation and a thou- 
sand unanswered questions. ■ : , . 

' But most of' all it’s a tale of a 
.Towson, Md., man’s obsession with 
finding the truth," - r ^ .0 .vr -as? 
I It’s Howard DonahuVs tale,' 
jcontained in a just-released book 
titled “Mortal Error ’The Shot niat 
Killed JFK,” by Bonar Menninger, 
which chronicles Donahue’s odys- 
rey through the thickets of ballis- 
tic evidence, governmental ob- 
structionism and what he views as 
media indifference. V ; ^ 

" ' The book embraces Donahue’s 
conclusion that although Lee Har^ 
vey Oswald- shot at and hit Presi- 
dent Kehnedy with bullets from.? 



Ballistics specialist Hovvard 
Donahue: 'friendly fire' idea ' ’ 
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6.5nrin Mahnllcher-Carcano rifle, 
the fatal bullet that destroyed the 
president’s skull came from anoth- 
er source. ■ . ' — ■ - ' 

' Kennedy, Howard Donahue be- 
jleves, was killed by friendly fire. 

And in the book, he names the 
friend who fired, a Secret Service 
agent who was in the follow car In. 
the Dallas motorcade and rose he' ■ . 
roically to return fire on the assas- ■ ' 
sin but Instead accidentally fired a 
round in the Avrong direction; , 
v ‘ Donahue’s contention has Invifc ; " 
ed immediate scorn and puts him 
at odds with other groups’ theopies^ -t 
aboujt the assassination. ; . 

Theory Dlinilised 

-*T%e theory is, like all the oth- 
ers, just wrong,” says David W. Be^ . ; 
lin, the; former Warren Cpmmls-n j 
Mon counsel,;'" 

■: And B'obvSnow;'' a spokesman 

fp£ the Secret Service; said; ‘‘If i' ^ 
used the word ‘ridiCiilous,’ that-.' 
.would be the mildest thing I could ’ 
•Myr”He' would not give out any—-; 
information on the agent in ques^“’ 

; ;tion, citing employee cqnfldentlalr; ; | 

; 1 jAttempts byr Donahue, Meni-,; 

I jningei" and Thomas McCormack;-’- 
■ chairman of tbe boPk's publisher, I 
i St Martin’s,.to approach the agent,„ 

; in question were rebuffed with si-- 
’ fence or threats of lawsuits. ' - ’ '• 

• McCormack said he .drafted i -' 
letter last November to thejegent- 
|now retired and living" to th^ 
;Washtogton area. 

‘^-figured the Mlegatloh was ** 
:very distressing to the man," Mo-^ ( 
- Cormack said. “Basically, I said (tov'j j 
:the. letter) that U . he could have;; 
(talked us out of it; we wouldn’t^;' 
.have published the book. But we;^ 
never he^d back firqni hlnri” Z'7;p 

' " Wo III— 

'f-'i McCormack Contends thai& 

I stoe<^ “Mortal Error^’ does not sayt T, 
;the former agent acted out of he^^ 

. jUgencd'^div toaUcO^ tKe' assertlmr^; 



jlistic evidence shows that the fie. As he turned toward the Texas 
jad-shot bullet came frpm.anbtto I* School Book Depositor^,: he slip- 
/ direction. . . ped backward and the rifle fired,l 

/'Here is what happened that striking the president on. a, left-to-,, 
ay, according to Donahue: right axis high to the head; frag- 

I Osdrald fired only twice at 

ledy- His first bullrt struck pave- side of to s^^ 

ment and Sprayed the. UmoustoeV; e says. «• , - j 

»ith fragments, -One of which'-'i.:.That rifle’s fitesence 
Struck Kennedy fit the head. The’"’ knbwledged to some WarfCn Com-i 
second, the so-call^ “toaglc buli '* mission testimony, though it elud-i 
/let” penetrated the president’s/^;,®** ;^>obMiue'S‘. hotlce dor .years}|; 
; neck (probably a’mortal wound) though he had concluded eat?| 
£ and Connally, as the Warren Com-u- IV'on that the bttoetimgles Ihithd^' 
rhiisslon said. In fact, Donahue is 2- shufl meant that, thb fatal shot had: 

•;0ne of the few people -who has - do ,tove_;^toej^rbm/,ioine^ 

( studied the assassination:' who en;o C doihce,;; 
dorses the “magic btotet’^theory: rf ' ” 

: agent, to.- the folloW-up, C adnia p “! 

Stood up with an assault, ri-'v" 



that he accidentally fired^a shot' 
that hit Kennedy is nOt libelous. ' 

But J. Hamilton Brown, exeou- 
tlve director of the Former Agents 
of the Secret Service Association,, 
based to Alexandria, Va/, said the 
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